
Canada’s 
Universities
Your Springboard to Success

Looking for an unforgettable experience that will last a lifetime? Got your sights 
set on a top-quality education and a globally recognized degree?

International students  come to acquire the kind of hands-on, 21st century skills 
they need to thrive throughout their careers and personal lives.

They come because Canadian universities are engines of innovation, fostering 
a bold spirit of inquiry and creativity. From developing the latest apps to 
spearheading social innovation in response to community needs, students are 
putting their ideas into action at universities across the country.

Get the hands-on experience employers are seeking
Applied learning is fast becoming the norm for today’s university students. 
More than half of today’s undergraduates participate in research and work-
integrated learning experiences – such as co-operative education (work-study 
program), internships and service learning – that give them the knowledge and 
skills they’ll need to succeed.

Choose from an outstanding array of quality-assured programs 
International students in Canada have a remarkable number of options 
available. Whether you prefer a major research-oriented university in a bustling 
urban centre or a small liberal arts institution in a quiet rural setting, Canada 
has more than 15,000 undergraduate and graduate programs to choose from at 
nearly 100 institutions nationwide. And whatever your choice – from business or 
engineering to film, multimedia and more – the quality of a Canadian university 
education is assured by provincial and territorial government charters. 

• Caring and supportive professors

• Cutting edge technology and 
research labs

• Co-operative education (co-op) 
and internship options

• Opportunities to work on and off 
campus

• Great campus life 

• Academic advisors who provide 
valuable guidance 

• Health services for students 
and assistance programs 
offering support for students with 
disabilities

• Athletic activities and student 
clubs that connect you with other 
students

• Career development services 
and alumni networks to help you 
meet your goals

Why choose a 
university in Canada? 

CN Tower,
Ontario



Degree options to suit your needs
Choose from a full range of degree options, from three- to four-year bachelor’s 
degrees to master’s and doctoral (PhD) degrees. Other options include 
professional degrees as well as certificates, diplomas and short, career-
focused programs.

 

Many universities offer full-time and part-time enrolment options, as well as 
cooperative education, distance learning and continuing education. Programs 
are offered in English and/or in French, while some institutions offer instruction 
in both official languages of Canada.

Graduate studies in Canada
There are three types of graduate degrees: 

A course-based master’s degree requires successful completion of specific 
graduate-level courses and is typically one or two years in duration. 

A research-based master’s degree requires successful completion of both 
graduate-level courses and a thesis and is typically two years in duration. You 
usually select your thesis topic in consultation with your graduate supervisor, 
although many universities require a statement of research interests as part of 
the application process.

A doctoral or PhD degree requires the completion of original research and the 
defence of a thesis that makes a substantial contribution to the advancement 
of knowledge in your chosen field of study. PhDs usually require two or three 
years of full-time residency, although it is common to require more time for 
directed research and writing to complete the thesis portion.

Rewarding research opportunities
When you pursue research in Canada, you become a valued member of a 
scientific community with a worldwide reputation for excellence and a long-
standing tradition of delivering on discovery. Canada’s researchers regularly 
collaborate with world-class partners engaged in groundbreaking work at all 
levels of study, including the undergraduate level. Close to 50% of publications 
from Canada are co-authored with other countries—double the international 
average.

Canada has less than 0.5% of the world’s population; however it produces 
2.8% of global scientific research. Canada also outpaces most G7 countries 
on overall investment in research and development, as the university sector is 
the 2nd largest performer of research in the country, after the private sector.

Financial support for your endeavours
As an international student, you have access to numerous scholarship and 
award programs at the undergraduate and graduate levels. Financial aid is 
awarded based on criteria such as academic success, community involvement, 
athletic excellence, references from instructors and employers, or purely on 
financial need. Find out more at  www.scholarships.gc.ca. 

• The university sector is the 2nd 
largest performer of research 
in Canada after the private 
sector. Canada is a world leader 
in postsecondary research, 
outpacing most G7 countries on 
overall investment in R&D. 

Research that works 
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• More than 15,000 degree 
programs to choose from at over 
100 institutions nationwide.

• Institutions range from large, 
research-intensive universities to 
small undergraduate campuses.

Did you know?



A sampling of federal scholarship programs
• The Canada Graduate Scholarships-Master’s Program offers 12-month awards, valued $17,500, to Canadian 

master’s and doctoral students. The program supports up to 2,500 students annually.  

• The Vanier Canada Graduate Scholarships Program offers 3-year scholarships, valued at $50,000 per year, to 
Canadian and international doctoral students in health, natural sciences, engineering, social sciences and humanities 
research. Up to 166 scholarships are awarded annually. 

• The Banting Postdoctoral Fellowships Program offers 2-year fellowships, valued at $70,000 per year, to Canadian 
and international researchers in health, natural sciences, engineering, social sciences and humanities research.  
70 fellowships are awarded annually. 

For more information about Canada’s universities, consult these helpful online resources:

Universities Canada 

 www.univcan.ca

Universities Canada is the voice of Canadian universities, at home and abroad. Universities Canada represents  
nearly 100 Canadian public and private not-for-profit universities and university-degree level colleges. Visit the website 
to browse a database of programs offered. 

Association des collèges et universités de la francophonie canadienne (ACUFC) 

 www.acufc.ca

The mission of the Association des collèges et universités de la francophonie canadienne (ACUFC) is to promote 
the quality of the teaching and research done in Canada’s Francophone universities. The ACUFC represents various 
Francophone or bilingual postsecondary institutions located across Canada. 

Canadian Information Centre for International Credentials (CICIC) 

 www.cicic.ca 

In cooperation with the provinces and territories, CICIC provides the Directory of Educational Institutions, the only 
authoritative online database of universities, colleges, and institutes in Canada. The site also includes information on 
how academic credentials earned outside Canada are assessed and recognized for study purposes.


