
Canada’s Colleges, 
Institutes, CEGEPs 
and Polytechnics
World-Class Skills for World-Class 
Careers

Canada’s colleges, institutes, CEGEPs and polytechnics are recognized 
worldwide for top-quality instruction and rigorous standards. With their practical, 
career-oriented programs, they are a great choice for acquiring the knowledge, 
skills and experience you need to succeed in the workplace.

More and more international students are turning to the Canadian college 
sector to gain the kind of hands-on skills that lead to meaningful careers in 
today’s competitive job market. 95% of college graduates are employed and 
over four-fifths report their studies are directly related to the work they do.

What are colleges, institutes, and polytechnics?
Colleges, institutes and polytechnics are Canadian public postsecondary 
educational institutions catering to students looking for skills-based programs 
tailored to the job market. These schools offer a full range of credentials, 
including bachelor’s degrees, certificates, diplomas, apprenticeships, 
postgraduate credentials, joint bachelor degrees with universities, continuing 
and online education, distance education, and even some masters’ degrees.   

What is a CEGEP?
CEGEP is short for Collège d’enseignement général et professionnel. CEGEPs 
are only found in Quebec and offer two streams of education: three-year technical 
programs leading to the labor market and two-year pre-university programs, 
which are required for undergraduate admission to Quebec universities. The 
language of instruction at most CEGEPs is French, although there are some 
that teach in English. 

Hands-on training with a strong career focus
Colleges, institutes, CEGEPs and polytechnics work closely with industries 
to ensure that courses reflect job market requirements. Programs are very 
practical, and most include work-integrated learning experiences through 
apprenticeships, work placements, co-ops (work-study programs) and 
internships. This approach gives you the opportunity to apply and test your 
skills in real workplace settings. It’s a great way to prepare for your future career.

• Practical programs meet the 
needs of specific industries and 
employers.

• Work placements are available 
through co-op education and 
internships.

• Cutting-edge technology enables 
flexible program delivery.

• 95% of college graduates are 
employed.

• Over 10,000 programs offered.

Why choose a college, 
CEGEP or polytechnic 
in Canada?

• There are over 135 colleges, 
institutes, CEGEPs and 
polytechnics in Canada with over 
1,000 campuses.

• Programs are offered in English, 
French or both depending on the 
region.

• Programs length varies from a 
few months to four years.

Did you know? 



Numerous programs to choose from
Colleges, institutes, CEGEPs and polytechnics offer a great way to expand your 
career horizons by gaining new technical and professional skills or refreshing 
your knowledge. 

With over 10,000 programs offered nationwide, you have plenty of options to 
choose from:

• 2 and 3-year diploma programs for technicians, technologists, mid-level 
managers and service providers

• 1-year postgraduate certificates for university graduates seeking hands-on 
experience to build their careers

• 3 and 4-year applied bachelor’s degrees provide job-focused education 
in fields such as industrial design, e-commerce, criminal justice, and 
management

Get recognized, transferable credentials 
Canada is well known for the extraordinary flexibility provided to students in its 
postsecondary education systems, making certain that all students find their 
own path to success. 

Credentials awarded by Canadian colleges, institutes, CEGEPs and 
polytechnics are approved by provincial and territorial governments and 
recognized all over the world. Programs may also be accredited by independent 
industry organizations. 

Many institutions offer university transfer programs as well as joint diplomas 
and degrees, including agreements with other international institutions.    

Explore opportunities for applied research 
In addition to providing practical training, colleges, institutes, CEGEPs and 
polytechnics across Canada are getting more and more students involved 
in applied research projects conducted with local business and industry. 
Research enriches your learning experience and exposes you to real-world 
challenges and the latest technologies; it’s a great way to make contacts within 
industry for potential job opportunities.

Benefits beyond academics for international students
• Small class sizes make it easier to practice your language skills and make 

new friends

• Faculty members work actively in their fields of expertise, bringing real-life 
perspective to course material and offering you opportunities to network

• Modern, industry-grade facilities familiarize you with workplace settings

• Distance education and online learning options help you achieve work-life 
balance

• Cultural, social and sporting activities provide opportunities to get involved 
in the community

• Support services for international students smooth the transition by helping 
you find accommodations and get oriented to life in Canada

• Applied and creative arts

• Agriculture and agri-food

• Aviation and aerospace

• Business studies

• Broadcasting and journalism

• Culinary arts and nutrition 

• Digital media and animation

• Early childhood education

• Engineering technology

• Environment and natural 
resources

• Health sciences

• Industrial education/skilled 
trades

• Information technology

• Social services

• Tourism and hospitality

• And much more...

•  Over 25,000 students are 
engaged in applied research 
projects. 

•  Canadian colleges and institutes 
have partnerships with almost 
7,000 companies and community 
organizations to conduct applied 
research projects. 

(Source: 2015–2016 CICan Applied 
Research Survey)

Study programs

Research in action



For more information about Canada’s colleges, CEGEPs and polytechnics, consult these online resources:

Colleges and Institutes Canada (CICan)
 www.collegesinstitutes.ca 

Colleges and Institutes Canada (CICan) is the national, voluntary membership organization that represents Canada’s 
colleges, institutes, CEGEPs and polytechnics. CICan members offer a broad range of programs, from skills upgrading 
and language training to postgraduate programs and research opportunities. 

Polytechnics Canada
 www.polytechnicscanada.ca

Established in 2003, Polytechnics Canada is a national alliance that represents the leading polytechnic institutions in 
Canada. Members offer standalone bachelor’s degrees and joint bachelor’s degrees with universities, in addition to a 
wide range of college-level programs.  Polytechnics Canada speaks and acts for thousands of international students.

Fédération des cégeps
 www.fedecegeps.qc.ca

Fédération des cégeps is an organization representing organization representing the public CEGEPs in Quebec. Its 
mission is to promote education at the college level, particularly in Quebec’s CEGEPs. 

Colleges Ontario
 www.collegesontario.org

Colleges Ontario is an advocacy organization representing the province’s colleges of applied arts and technology. 

Canadian Information Centre for International Credentials (CICIC)
 www.cicic.ca

In cooperation with the provinces and territories, CICIC provides the Directory of Educational Institutions, the only 
authoritative online database of universities, colleges, and institutes in Canada. The site also includes information on 
how academic credentials earned outside Canada are assessed and recognized for study purposes.


